
Black History Month on Sky



Join us as we mark Black History Month with an 
expansive range of programming to celebrate 
black talent, culture and history, as well as 
educate and engage in the ongoing fight for 
racial equality. 

From the prominent figures in history that 
have spurred movements, to the musical and 
sporting icons who have overcome barriers 
and systems and the trailblazing creators who 
write, produce and star in acclaimed black 
stories on screen. 

Black History Month on Sky

Contents

Obama: In Pursuit of a More Perfect Union

04

Tina

16

Burning An Illusion 

31

Tuskegee Airmen: Legacy of Courage

06

Insecure

28

Just Mercy

33

Black History Month 2021 – 2 –



History Makers

Black History Month 2021 – 3 –



Over three parts, Obama: In Pursuit of a More 
Perfect Union chronicles the personal and 
political journey of President Barack Obama 
and forms a portrait of America under its first 
Black president. 

Weaving together conversations with 
colleagues, friends, and critics, and 
interspersed with his own speeches and 
news interviews, the series opens with 
Obama’s childhood and takes us through his 
perspective as the son of a white mother from 
Kansas and an African father, his spiritual 
formation informed by a generation of 
Black leaders, and his hopes for a more 
inclusive America. 

Obama: 
In Pursuit of a More 
Perfect Union

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX 1 October
 Contact  hephzibah.kwakyesaka@sky.uk
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This is the untold story of the rise and 
fall of Michael X - otherwise known as 
Michael De Freitas or Michael Abdul Malik - 
who was once heralded as the UK’s answer to 
Malcolm X. With insider testimony from those 
who knew him and unseen archive footage, 
Michael X: The Rebel Revolutionary provides a 
chance to re-evaluate this divisive historical 
figure who spent the end of his days on 
death row until he was eventually executed 
by signed order of the Queen. Exploring a 
defining period of modern British history, we 
unravel Michael’s childhood in Trinidad, the 
genesis of the British Black Power Movement 
and the intoxicating days of counterculture 
and Notting Hill Carnival, before returning to 
the Caribbean where Michael was tried and 
convicted of murder. 

Michael X: 
The Rebel Revolutionary

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX  16 October
 Contact  hephzibah.kwakyesaka@sky.uk
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Acclaimed US journalist and broadcaster 
Robin Roberts explores the legacy of the 
Tuskegee Airmen, the legendary group of 
African American pilots and airmen who fought 
in WWII. In this one-hour special, we reveal 
how these pilots – including Roberts’ own 
father – were warriors for change who made an 
astonishing contribution to military history.

Tuskegee Airmen: 
Legacy of Courage

 Channel  Sky History & NOW

 TX 3 October
 Contact  david.clifton@aenetworks.co.uk
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An artful and intimate look at the life and 
works of the legendary storyteller and Nobel 
prize-winner, Toni Morrison. From her childhood 
in a steel town in Ohio, to ‘70s-era book 
tours with Muhammad Ali and from the front 
lines with Angela Davis to her own riverfront 
writing room — Toni Morrison leads an 
assembly of her peers, critics and colleagues 
on an exploration of race, America, history 
and the human condition as seen through 
the prism of her own literature. Featuring 
interviews with Hilton Als, Angela Davis, 
Fran Lebowitz, Walter Mosley, Sonia Sanchez 
and Oprah Winfrey, the film reflects Morrison’s 
life and legacy. 

Toni Morrison: 
The Pieces I Am

 Channel  Sky Arts & NOW

 TX Available now
 Contact  lucy.butterfield@sky.uk
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Idris Elba portrays ground-breaking 
South African leader Nelson Mandela’s 
fight against political oppression and virulent 
racism to become the first black president of 
South Africa. Chronicling Nelson Mandela’s 
journey from his childhood in a rural 
village via 27 years in solitary confinement, 
through to his inauguration as the country’s 
president, this in-depth biopic marks 
Mandela’s trailblazing journey. 

Mandela: 
Long Walk to Freedom

 Channel  Sky Cinema & NOW

 TX  October
 Contact  hannah.forde@sky.uk
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An in-depth chronicle of the final chapters of 
Dr Martin Luther King Jr.’s life, which reveals 
a conflicted leader who faced an onslaught 
of criticism from both sides of the political 
spectrum. Drawing on conversations from 
those closest to Dr King, the film explores how 
Dr King’s unyielding belief in peaceful protest 
became a testing point for a nation in the brink 
of national chaos. 

King in the 
Wilderness

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX Available now 
 Contact  jessica.gray@sky.uk
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A film based on the thrilling and inspirational 
life of iconic American freedom fighter, 
Harriet Tubman. In an Oscar-nominated 
performance by Cynthia Erivo, Harriet tells 
the extraordinary tale of Tubman’s escape 
from slavery and transformation into one 
of America’s greatest heroes. Her courage, 
ingenuity and tenacity freed hundreds of 
slaves and changed the course of history.

Harriet

 Channel  Sky Cinema & NOW

 TX  Available now 
 Contact  hannah.forde@sky.uk
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Andra Day stars in her Golden Globe-
nominated performance as 
Billie Holiday. Chronicling the legendary 
jazz-singer Holiday during her career as 
she is targeted by the Federal Department 
of Narcotics after performing her 
politically charged song, ‘Strange Fruit’, 
this in-depth biopic shows us that despite 
an undercover sting operation, Holliday’s voice 
would not be silenced.

The United States 
Vs Billie Holiday

 Channel  Sky Cinema & NOW

 TX Available now 
 Contact  hannah.forde@sky.uk
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One-hour documentary special featuring 
activist, author and NBA legend Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, as he brings to life the stories of 
African Americans who fought on the side 
of the revolutionaries in the American War 
of Independence. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
interweaves the story of the revolution 
through the eyes of iconic African 
American figures including Crispus Attucks, 
Peter Salem, Phillis Wheatley and 
James Armistead Lafayette. 

Black Patriots: 
Heroes of the 
Revolution

 Channel  Sky History & NOW

 TX  10 October  
 Contact  david.clifton@aenetworks.co.uk 
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An intimate account of legendary U.S. 
Representative John Lewis’ life and legacy - 
charting more than 60 years of extraordinary 
activism. As one of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr’s closest allies, Lewis organised Freedom 
Rides that left him bloodied or jailed and 
stood at the front lines in historic marches on 
Washington and Selma. 

John Lewis: 
Good Trouble

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX Available now 
 Contact  jessica.gray@sky.uk
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Barrier Breakers
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In a compelling documentary, filmmaker 
Sam Pollard speaks to prominent creatives 
on the struggles and successes of African 
American art. Black Art: In the Absence of 
Light poses an incandescent introduction 
to the work of some of the foremost Black 
visual artists working today.  

Interweaving insights and context 
from scholars and historians, along 
with interviews from a new generation 
of working African American curators 
and artists including Theaster Gates, 
Kerry James Marshall, Faith Ringgold, 
Amy Sherald and Carrie Mae Weems, the 
documentary takes an in-depth look at 
the Contributions of Black American artists in 
today’s contemporary art world. 

Black Art: 
In the Absence of Light

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX  20 October 
 Contact  jessica.gray@sky.uk 
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This Sky Original documentary is the ultimate 
celebration of a global superstar and an 
intimate portrait of a woman who overcame 
extreme adversity to define her identity and 
her legacy on her own terms. 

With a career spanning seven decades, this 
documentary highlights her path to global 
dominance and the many challenges that 
required her immense mental strength against 
unbelievable odds. 

Tina

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX Available now 
 Contact  hephzibah.kwakyesaka@sky.uk
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A documentary that focuses on the birth of 
Motown in Detroit in 1958 until its relocation to 
Los Angeles in the early 1970s.

The film tracks the unique system that Gordy 
assembled which enabled Motown to become 
the most successful record label of all time. 
The creation and initial success of Motown 
were achieved during a period of significant 
racial tensions in America and amid the 
boom of civil rights movement. Featuring rare 
performances, interviews and behind-the-
scenes footage into the history and cultural 
impact of Motown Records.  

Hitsville: 
The Making of Motown

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX  1 October 
 Contact  jessica.gray@sky.uk
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Muhammad Ali’s incredible story from world 
champion boxer to inspiring social activist is 
explored through his own voice and never-
before-seen archival material. 

From LeBron James and Maverick Carter’s 
SpringHill Entertainment and directed by 
Antoine Fuqua, What’s My Name: Muhammad 
Ali will explore Ali’s greatest triumphs and 
comebacks, painting an intimate portrait of 
a man who, against all odds, dreamed and 
achieved the impossible becoming one of the 
most iconic athletes in history. 

What’s My Name: 
Muhammad Ali

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX Available now 
 Contact  hephzibah.kwakyesaka@sky.uk
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This documentary executive produced by  
Kai-Lu Hsiung, Academy Award® nominee 
Ridley Scott and Academy Award® winner 
Kevin Macdonald, takes a cinematic portrait 
of the world record marathon holder 
Eliud Kipchoge as he prepares to break one 
of the last milestones in sporting history: the 
sub-two-hour marathon. 

Following his journey from his training grounds 
in Kenya, to the high-tech facilities in Europe, 
to his record attempt in Vienna - the film 
thrillingly captures the Kenyan marathon 
runner’s preparation ahead of his attempt 
to achieve the seemingly impossible. This 
documentary includes footage from Kipchoge’s 
home in Kenya, interviews with those closest 
to him and the dynamics within his team and 
community. His motto: no human is limited. 

Kipchoge

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX  Available now 
 Contact  hephzibah.kwakyesaka@sky.uk 
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Remember Kobe Bryant’s legacy with this 
revealing interview, in which the great man 
speaks candidly about his life, his time in 
basketball, and his ambitions.  

Kobe was one of few athletes worldwide 
known simply by his first name.  

He was a five-time NBA champion, an 18-time 
NBA all-star, and widely considered among the 
greatest basketball players in history. 

Kobe: 
The Interview

 Channel  Sky Sports Action & NOW

 TX Available now 
 Contact  jessica.gray@sky.uk

Black History Month 2021 – 20 –

mailto:jessica.gray%40sky.uk?subject=


Sky Original documentary tells the story of 
the golfing star who changed the face of his 
sport. The unique film follows Woods’ journey 
from fearing he may never play competitively 
again to silencing the doubters and claiming a 
historic 15th major title. 

The documentary offers an entertaining and 
absorbing look back at the golf icon’s career 
through extensive never-seen-before footage 
and a host of exclusive interviews. Relive one of 
the greatest comebacks in sporting history.

Tiger Woods:
Back

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX  Available now 
 Contact  jessica.gray@sky.uk 
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First published in 2015, Between The World 
And Me was written as a letter to Coates’ 
teenage son, recounting the author’s 
experiences growing up in Baltimore’s inner city 
and his growing fear of daily violence against 
the Black community. This film incorporates 
documentary footage from the actors’ home 
life, archival footage, and animation. 

Directed by award-winning and Apollo 
Theater Executive Producer Kamilah Forbes, 
the narrative explores Coates’ bold notion 
that American society structurally supports 
white supremacy.

Between the 
World and Me

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX 1 October 
 Contact  hephzibah.kwakyesaka@sky.uk
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Uncovering the discrimination in Nigeria and 
exploring the lives of several charismatic,  
non-conformist youth who must choose either 
to fight for freedom of expression or leave to 
live free in the United States. 

This Sky documentary follows several non-
conformist youths as they fight prejudice 
through social media, celebrities and bold 
creativity sparking a cultural revolution that 
challenges the ideals of gender, conformity and 
civil rights in Nigeria. 

The Legend of 
the Underground

 Channel  Sky Documentaries & NOW

 TX  Available now 
 Contact  jessica.gray@sky.uk 
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Storytellers & Screen Stars

Black History Month 2021 – 24 –



Babou Ceesay (Damilola, Our Loved Boy) 
stars in this darkly comic Sky Original drama 
as forensic scientist professor Wolfe Kinteh 
- North England’s finest crime scene expert. 
Wolfe runs the local university forensics 
department working hand-in-hand with the 
police to investigate crime scenes and pass on 
his laser-sharp insight to the next generation 
of crime fighters. Half genius, half liability – he’s 
worth the hassle as he gets results. 

Wolfe

 Channel  Sky Max & NOW

 TX  Available now 
 Contact  nicole.campbell2@sky.uk  
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Based on real-life events, this is a triumphant 
condemnation of racial injustice with 
knockout performances from Oscar® winner 
Daniel Kaluuya and Lakeith Stanfield. 
FBI informant William O’Neal (Stanfield) 
infiltrates the Illinois Black Panther Party and is 
charged with keeping tabs on their charismatic 
leader, Chairman Fred Hampton (Kaluuya). 

What follows is a battle for O’Neal’s soul as he 
is torn between the demands coming from the 
President himself and his growing connection 
to the political movement. 

Judas and the 
Black Messiah

 Channel  Sky Cinema & NOW

 TX 1 October  
 Contact  hannah.forde@sky.uk
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Academy Award® nominee and multi-
hyphenate Queen Latifah stars as 
Robyn McCall, an enigmatic former CIA 
operative who uses her extensive skills to help 
those with nowhere else to turn. 

As McCall acclimates to civilian life, she is 
compelled to use her considerable resources 
to help Jewel, a teenager accused of murder 
and on the run from the criminals who framed 
her for the crime.

The Equalizer

 Channel  Sky Witness & NOW

 TX Available now  
 Contact  skypress@sky.uk
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Starring NAACP Image Award winner and 
six-time Emmy® and Golden Globe® Award 
nominee Issa Rae, Insecure returns for a 
fifth and final series, following our favourite 
characters as they evaluate their relationships, 
both new and old, in an effort to figure out who 
and what comes with them in this next phase 
of their lives. 

Photographer: W. Wallace, Merie 

Insecure

 Channel  Sky Comedy & NOW

 TX  Season 5 begins 26 October  
 Contact  skypress@sky.uk  
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Every legend has a beginning.  
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson stars in a larger-
than-life family comedy based on outrageous 
stories of his youth. 

This coming-of-age journey highlights the 
unforgettable moments and incredible 
relationships that took Dwayne from ordinary 
kid to The Most Electrifying Man in Sports 
Entertainment and the biggest box office draw 
on the planet – revealing he’s more like us than 
we know. 

Young Rock

 Channel  Sky Comedy & NOW

 TX Available now  
 Contact  skypress@sky.uk
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Emmy Award winner Uzo Aduba (perhaps 
best known for her portrayal of “Crazy 
Eyes” in Orange Is the New Black) takes the 
lead in this fourth season of the therapy-
based drama as the observant, empathetic 
Dr Brooke Taylor. 

Set in present-day Los Angeles, the series 
sees a diverse trio of patients in session with 
Brooke to help navigate a variety of modern 
concerns. Issues such as the global pandemic 
and recent major social and cultural shifts are 
a backdrop to the work Brooke will undertake 
— all while she deals with complications in her 
own personal life. 

In Treatment

 Channel  Sky Atlantic & NOW

 TX  Available now   
 Contact  skypress@sky.uk  
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A pioneering first feature from 
Menelik Shabazz, Burning an Illusion marked a 
coming of age for Black British cinema. A film 
about transformation and identity, it is a love 
story that traces the emotional and political 
growth of a young Black couple (played by 
Cassie McFarlane and Victor Romero) in 
Thatcher’s London. 

It was the first British film to give a central 
voice to a Black woman, charting her journey 
to emotional maturity, emancipation, and 
political awakening.  

Burning An Illusion 

 Channel  Sky Cinema & NOW

 TX Available now  
 Contact  hannah.forde@sky.uk
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Inspired by the life of Isaac Wright Jr., 
Nicholas Pinnock stars in this fictional 
legal and family drama as prison inmate 
Aaron Wallace, who becomes a lawyer fighting 
to reverse his own life sentence for a crime he 
didn’t commit. 

His quest for freedom is driven by his 
desperate desire to get back to the family he 
loves - his estranged wife and daughter - and 
reclaim the life that was stolen from him.

For Life 

 Channel  Sky Witness & NOW

 TX Season 2 begins 27 September   
 Contact  skypress@sky.uk
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A powerful and thought-provoking true story, 
following young lawyer Bryan Stevenson and 
his history-making battle for justice. After 
graduating from Harvard, Bryan had his pick of 
lucrative jobs. Instead, he headed to Alabama 
to defend those wrongly condemned or who 
were not afforded proper representation. 

In the years that follow, Bryan becomes 
embroiled in a labyrinth of legal and political 
manoeuvrings and overt and unabashed 
racism as he fights for Walter, and others like 
him, with the odds-and the system-stacked 
against them. 

Just Mercy

 Channel  Sky Cinema & NOW

 TX Available now   
 Contact  hannah.forde@sky.uk
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An all-star high school athlete 
and accomplished debater, Luce 
(Kelvin Harrison Jr.) is a poster boy for the 
new American Dream. As are his parents 
(Naomi Watts and Tim Roth), who adopted him 
from a war-torn country a decade earlier. 

When Luce’s teacher Ms. Wilson (Octavia 
Spencer) makes a shocking discovery in his 
locker, Luce’s stellar reputation is called into 
question. But is he really at fault, or are his 
accusers preying on dangerous stereotypes? 

Luce

 Channel  Sky Cinema & NOW

 TX Available now   
 Contact  hannah.forde@sky.uk
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Based on Matt Ruff ‘s novel of the 
same name, Lovecraft Country follows 
Atticus Freeman (Jonathan Majors) as he 
meets up with his friend Letitia (Jurnee 
Smollett) and his Uncle George (Courtney B. 
Vance) to embark on a road trip across 1950s 
Jim Crow America in search of his missing 
father (Michael Kenneth Williams). 

This begins a struggle to survive and overcome 
both the racist terrors of white America and 
the terrifying monsters that could be ripped 
from a Lovecraft paperback.

Lovecraft 
Country

 Channel  Sky Atlantic & NOW

 TX  Available now   
 Contact  katie.white@sky.uk  
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From the makers of Bodyguard and Line of 
Duty, Lennie James stars in the BAFTA Award-
winning drama as Nelly Rowe – a boozer, 
charmer, chancer and fighter whose life is 
turned upside down after being accused of the 
abduction of his estranged daughter, Jody. 

What follows is a gripping journey into 
London’s darkest corners, as Nelly and his 
friends go to tremendous lengths to find both 
the daughter he barely knew and redemption 
for himself. 

Save Me &  
Save Me Too

 Channel  Sky Atlantic & NOW

 TX  Available now   
 Contact  skypress@sky.uk  
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Luke Seraphin, Head of PR

luke.seraphin@sky.uk 

Victoria Etaghene, Senior PR Manager (Drama)

victoria.etaghene@sky.uk

Thom Will, Senior PR Manager (Drama)

thom.will@sky.uk 

Hephzibah Kwakye-Saka, PR Manager (Factual)

hephzibah.kwakyesaka@sky.uk 

Natasha Krstic-Howe, PR Executive (Drama)

natasha.krstichowe@sky.uk 

Nicole Campbell, PR Executive (Drama)

nicole.campbell2@sky.uk 

Jessica Gray, PR Executive (Factual)

jessica.gray@sky.uk 

Audrey Owusu Frempong, Assistant PR Executive,

audrey.owusufrempong@sky.uk

Emma Greenwood, Head of PR, 

emma.greenwood@sky.uk

Mark Pitchford, Senior PR Manager, 

mark.pitchford@sky.uk 

Sarah Gutierrez, Senior PR Manager, 

sarah.gutierrez@sky.uk

Alex Henderson, Senior PR Manager,

alex.henderson@sky.uk

Dominic Collett, PR Manager

dominic.collett@sky.uk 

Annabel Combe, PR Manager

annabel.combe@sky.uk

Molly Wyatt, PR Executive,

molly.wyatt@sky.uk 

Katie White, PR Executive,

katie.white@sky.uk 

Hannah Forde, Assistant PR Executive, 

hannah.forde@sky.uk  

Lucy Butterfield, PR Manager,

lucy.butterfield@sky.uk  

Neal Cummins, Head of Communications,

neal.cummins@sky.uk

Cara McAlister, PR Executive,

cara.mcallister@sky.ie

Claire Baron, Senior PR Manager,

claire.barson@sky.uk

Gehan Bashumailah, PR Executive ,

gehan.bashumailah@sky.uk 

Drama and Factual Film, Comedy, Acquisitions 
and Entertainment

Sky Arts

Sky Ireland

Brand
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